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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This is the first Office Action in response to the application filed on November 29, 



2001 



and titled: "A State Tracking System For A Basket Trading System". 



2. 



Claims 1-26 are pending in this application. 



Acknowledgements 



3. The Applicant states that this application is related to U.S. provisional patent 
application 60/110,524, filed December 1, 1998, titled "Method And Apparatus For 
Trading User-Definable Groups Of Fungible Goods Such As Securities"; U.S. patent 
applications: 09/433,659, filed November 3, 1999, titled "Method And System For 
Trading User Definable Baskets Of Fungible Goods Such As Securities"; 09/672,838, 
filed September 29, 2000, titled "A Basket Trading System Having An Interface For User 
Specification Of Goods To Be Traded As A Unit"; 09/675,583, filed September 29, 2000, 
titled "An Electronic Crossing System For Security Baskets"; 09/672,840, filed 
September 29, 2000, titled "A Basket Price Quotation System"; and 09/672,839, filed 
September 29, 2000, titled "An Order Routing System For Fungible Goods Trades In A 
Basket Trading System". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated over 
Bennett et al. (U.S. Patent 7,110,969) ("Bennett"). 

6. Regarding system claims 1,2, 17, 22, and computer readable claims 20, 21 , 
Bennett discloses methods and systems for electronic order routing, particularly for 
selecting, ordering, routing, confirming and tracking orders for financial instruments 
among multiple buyers and sellers. The invention provides end-to-end, straight-through 
transaction processing methods and systems for multiple financial instruments 
combining order routing, execution, settlement, foreign exchange, and custodial 
services to financial service providers with a retail customer base. The systems have 
capability to perform tasks: monitor the real-time status of a financial order at various 
stages; accommodate additional financial instruments and users; and provide 
multilingual capabilities, settlement currencies, and other identifiers necessary to quote 
and execute an order for a financial instrument. The system components include 
terminals running an interactive user interface, a network server, and a communication 
network. The systems and methods provide archive capability for storing transactional 
data including order data, detailed reports, integration with external and internal 
systems, and allow for real-time system configuration and modifications (Abstract). 
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7. Regarding claim 3, Bennett system's database is centralized and stores all the 
transactional data including order data and may be accessed by another user, e.g. fund 
manager (column 4, lines 51-54). 

8. Regarding claims 4-10, Bennett's system allows users to input and display 
transactional attributes including user account data, purchase instructions, redemption 
instructions, switching instructions, financial limitations, order attributes, confirmation 
instructions, settlement instructions, financial parameters, and designation by fund 
manager of predetermined daily cutoff time for all of the fund manager's financial 
parameter (claims 27 and 29). 

9. Regarding claims 11-12, Bennett system's database is centralized and stores all 
the transactional data including order data and may be accessed by another user, e.g. 
fund manager (column 4, lines 51-54). 

10. Regarding claims 13-16, Bennett system's client terminal allows a user to view, 
input, select and transmit order attributes (column 4, lines 57-58). Once the order is 
verified, the order is transmitted to the network server, added to the database, and 
made accessible to the fund manager (column 4, lines 66-5 of column 5). Therefore 
Bennett's system is operated separately and by its process, the order processing has a 
higher priority for process time. Bennett system provides end-to-end, straight-through 
transaction processing methods for multiple financial instruments such as stocks, 
mutual funds, etc. and tracks the status of all transaction orders (Abstract). 
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1 1 . Regarding process claims 18 and, 19, Bennett system provides checks and 
verifications on order information after the "Submit" icon is clicked (column 17, lines 34- 
3 of column 18; figures 20A-D, 21, 22A-E). 

12. Regarding graphical user interface claims 23 and 24, Bennett system comprises 
terminals each displaying a graphical user interface adapted for fund managers to 
receive financial parameters and designate predetermined daily cutoff time for all of the 
financial parameters, and for brokers to access the financial pricing parameters and 
receive transactional data including user account data, user instructional data, 
authentication of transactional data (claim 14). 

13. Regarding method claims 25 and 26, these claims are similar to system claims 1, 
2, 17 and 22. It would be obvious that these claims have similar limitations; hence, they 
are rejected under the same rationale provided in the system claims above. 

14. Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims for the convenience of the applicant. Although the 
specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the 
specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as 
well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the responses, to fully 
consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed 
invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed 
by the examiner. 
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Conclusion 

15. Claims 1-26 are rejected. 

16. The prior made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

17. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7364. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-4 PM. 

18. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James A. Kramer can be reached on (571) 272-6783. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

19. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free): If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 



